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School News 

Raymond High Class of 2012 Valedictorian and Salutatorian

By Lesl ie O’Donnel l  -  For Raymond Area News 

 

Ashley Lord, Valedictorian and Abbey Schlangen, Salutatorian 

Ashley Lord and Abbey Schlangen have been best f r iends 
throughout high school.  So i t ’s part icular ly specia l  for  them that  
they are the Valedictor ian and Salutator ian of  the Class of  2012 at  
Raymond High School.

Ashley,  18,  daughter of  Er ic and Samantha Lord,  wi l l  graduate 
with the highest grade point average in her class.  She has l ived 
most  of her  l i fe  in  Raymond,  and has at tended Raymond schools 
since f i rs t  grade.  
In the fal l ,  she heads to Dartmouth Col lege in Hanover, where she 
was accepted ear ly  admission and was recrui ted for  her abi l i ty in 
track.
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Ashley has been in varsi ty  t rack four years and has served as her 
class president for  four years as wel l .  She played varsi ty soccer her 
sophomore through senior  years – playing JV soccer as a f reshman 
– and is a member of the Raymond High chapter  of the Nat ional  
Honor Society, Interact Club, yearbook, and the Reach High 
Scholars Program. 
She was state champion three t imes in track – once for  the 300-
meter  indoors,  twice for the 400-meter outdoors. Last year she was 
ranked 50th in the country.

Whi le she is  undecided on her col lege major ,  she said her 
in terests in academics have changed through the years.  She favors 
math and science, but said during the past year and a hal f ,  she has 
been leaning toward Engl ish as wel l .

Her advice to incoming RHS freshmen? “I f  you have a goal,  go a l l  
out for i t , ”  Ashley said. “Put  for th the effort .  Anything good takes 
effort ,  so give i t  al l  you’ve got.  You need a socia l  l i fe ,  but s tay 
or iented toward your dream.”  
She said Dartmouth has been her f i rs t  choice col lege for  years,  ever 
since she received a Dartmouth shir t  as a chi ld.  “ I  fe l l  in love with i t  
when I  v is i ted,” she said of the Ivy League campus. “ I  told myself  in  
my f reshman year that  I  would g ive myself  a chance to reach that 
goal. ”

Ashley said she took al l  the honors and Advanced Placement 
classes of fered at  RHS – AP Biology in her junior  year,  and AP 
calculus, Engl ish and U.S. History in her senior  year.  She attended 
summer school  a few years ago at  Phi l l ips Exeter  Academy.

Outside of  school  and track, she enjoys paint ing and drawing, and 
spending t ime with fami ly and f r iends.  She has an older brother,  
Mike,  and two younger brothers, Mason and Aidan.

Ashley said she credi ts John McDaniels wi th help ing her reach her 
dream of being accepted at Dartmouth. “ I  met him my sophomore 
year,  and he saw my chance to reach my goal with athlet ics,” she 
said. McDaniels leads the Reach High Scholars Program, whose 
object ive is to encourage RHS students to “ reach high” at  one of the 
top col leges in the country.

And she also thanks Abbey.“ I  have to thank her a lot  for  my 
success,” she said. “We push each other,  and we’re best  fr iends.

Abbey Schlangen,  17,  is  Salutator ian for  the Class of  2012,  and 
has gone through her h igh school years with p lenty of academic and 
track t r iumphs. The daughter  of Mol ly  and Steve Schlangen, she has 
l ived in Raymond al l  her  l i fe.  She has an older sister .

In the fa l l ,  she wi l l  enrol l  a t  Tr ini ty Col lege in Hartford, Conn.,  to 
cont inue in her pursui t  of  academics and sports.  Whi le she has not  
declared a major,  she hopes eventual ly  to work in advert is ing and 
market ing design.
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At Raymond High,  Abbey played varsi ty  soccer for four  years,  and 
was on the varsi ty indoor track team three years and outdoor t rack 
team four years, compet ing at the state meet.  She was secretary of  
her c lass, and a member of  the Raymond High chapter  of  the 
National Honor Society,  Rotary programs, and Reach High.  She 
studied p iano prior  to attending high school.

In her spare t ime, she enjoys photography and paint ing.  
Her advice to incoming f reshmen is to “work hard to f ind a balance 
between academics and social  l i fe – that ’s one of the hardest  things 
to do.  And do not  be afraid to take the r igorous classes the school 
offers,”  she said.

“Every teacher in the bui lding,” she said, “ is wi l l ing to help. Kids 
just have to not  be afra id to speak up and to ask for  help.”

Abbey took AP Bio logy,  Calculus, U.S.  History and Engl ish 
L i terature – a l l  the Advanced Placement classes offered at 
Raymond – and said she had good re lat ionships with her teachers.

When she entered high school,  she favored math,  but recent ly has 
found her Engl ish classes to be her favori te.  “ In those classes,  we 
had discussions – I  real ly l ike that,”  she said. “ I  came into h igh 
school af ra id to turn in a paper, and that has real ly  changed.”

She credi ts the summer school she at tended at Phi l l ips Exeter 
Academy a couple of  years ago with turning her interest  to c lass 
d iscussions, something she hopes wi l l  cont inue in col lege.

Having a best f r iend to share academic and sports pursui ts  was 
rewarding,  Abbey said. “Best fr iends can be a bad inf luence, but 
we’re competi t ive and super close,”  she said.

Abbey was recrui ted to Trini ty to run track, and said that i t ’s going 
to be di f ferent not  being at  the same school  with Ashley.  But with 
both of them attending col lege in New England and both competing 
in t rack,  she hopes they wi l l  get to see each other at  meets dur ing 
the school year.

“ I  know lots of  people rag on the high school,  but  i t  was real ly  
rewarding for  me,”  Abbey concluded. “ I t ’s  a p lace where i f  you put 
in  the effor t  and are open to learning, you’ l l  f ind there are a lot  of  
ta lented educators in the bui ld ing ready to help. ”

And she is looking forward to col lege. When she vis i ted Trin i ty,  
she found the students were exc i ted to be there. “ I ’m exci ted too,”  
she said.
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